
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
  
  I am at Aunt Frances waiting to go back up to the house. She wants to go up and wash dishes for me and just be 
there. I went up while she was at church, thought about going to Richburg church but didn't make it. I did a little 
more piling papers and getting computer supplies together and finding things to sort. Have found some important 
papers but not a will, but I did not think I would. 

 
 
Thanks for the letters and please keep each other informed about what you 
are doing. Debby S. is flying Thursday, Ruth and Shirley are coming Friday 
and Sharon and maybe Laura are coming for service. I just found out that 
Ruth and Shirley had plans to stay and go home Wednesday before this 
happened so they will be here, and Liz, too.  
   
I came out with Dave yesterday and we did quite a bit. Have sorted a lot of 
papers. Dad is coming to get me Tuesday. I will go home and probably 
come back Friday or before. Still details to decide. Probably stay in the area 
Saturday night then I will stay longer.  
   
Well I think Aunt Frances is ready so will go now.  
 
Mom  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Gerald Died 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

1. Gathering 

2. Francis in the Kitchen 

3. Comfort Food 

4. Francis Eating a Peach 

5. Tin Cup 

6. Mom Upstairs 

7. Remembering 

8. Gerald’s Notebook 

9. Gerald’s Room 

10 .Dave Sorting 

11. Bed Warmer 

12. Francis by the Truck 

13. Back Porch 

14. Old International 

15. Family Portrait 

16. Mom at the Back Door 

17. Jaime Holding Sarah 
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So sorry you had trouble going home but glad you made it finally. 
I got the pictures. Getting them saved into an album so I can view 

them easier. A good record. Gary and Barb have left home for here. 
Will stay at O'Brien's and we can get an early start. 

 
I will make it I am sure. 

Love, Mom 
 

 
 

UHaul Trouble 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE END 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                Jaime holding Sarah 

 

 
     



 
 
 
 
 
 
When Gerald died suddenly we got the call from my mother-in law. The service was humble. Pastor noted our 
peaceful faces and commented that we were the most held together bunch he had seen in a long time. The meal 
afterward was pot luck and chit chat at the church hall. There was no wailing and kids wanted to get out of their 
good clothes and play.  
 
Gerald Died is simply an event during the course of our time, significant personally, not monumental according to 
the rest of the world.  
 
The title page image was found in a box of photos at Gerald's house. It is Gerald, Helen, Frances and Mother.  
The THE END page image is a photo of the wallpaper throughout the house. Gerald's father was a paper hanger.  
 
Dave Sorting, Bed Warmer, and Back Porch - A matter of fact...People will go through your stuff eventually.  
   
Family Portrait - We each are a tiny piece of everything. Significant. Alive.  
   
Kitchen Table, Frances Eating a Peach - Salt rising bread, fresh peaches and real butter. When it's time, comfort 
food matters.  
   
Jaime Holding Sarah - life goes on. We are included somewhere in the circle at all times, even when it's our turn to 
go. No one is out of place. 
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